








9. An Earth4All as Envisioned by the Youth in Kenya

In the pursuit of transforming food systems and mitigating climate change, 
the government should actively engage universities as crucial research 
pioneers. These institutions are formulating research strategies to ensure 
food security. By fostering collaborative partnerships with key entities such 
as the Kenya Agricultural and Livestock Research Organization (KALRO) 
and the Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI), the government can 
leverage both data and financial resources. This collaborative approach 
is essential for effectively addressing issues related to food security 
through well-informed research and the promotion of sustainable 
practices.

Participants expressed a need for the government to address 
unsustainable agricultural and business practices adopted by farmers 
such as use of substandard fertilizers and pesticide, price gouging and 
hoarding, which not only negatively impact other Kenyans, but also 
contribute to environmental challenges associated with climate change. 
While recognizing that businesses naturally seek to maximize profits, 
stopping unfair practices is crucial for fostering a more equitable 
agricultural landscape and mitigating climate-related risks.

Kenya, with 80% of its land being arid and semi-arid [6], should practice 
land reclamation. Drawing inspiration from countries that have 
successfully utilized idle arid land through mechanized farming and 
irrigation, Kenya has the potential to enhance agricultural productivity. 
Implementing such practices can contribute significantly to ensuring 
sustainable food security in the country.

The last fifty years have witnessed an astonishing turnaround in 
food security, dramatically reducing the number of deaths due to 
famine. Progress has, however, come at a cost. The progress 
towards food security in Kenya has resulted in environmental 
degradation, contributing to climate change. 

To transform its food system, Kenya needs to harness its 
indigenous knowledge and adopt smart agriculture practices 
that are sustainable and regenerative. This means using already 
available resources, such as arable land, water, and seeds, 
without harming the environment or exceeding ecological limits. 

It also means empowering small-scale farmers, the backbone of 
the country’s agriculture, with capacity building, extension 
services, and crop diversification. By doing so, Kenya can 
achieve food security, reduce the import of primary crops, and 
mitigate the impacts of climate change

Other strategies proposed by Kenyan youth included promoting sustainable agriculture 
by training young farmers on modern farming practices, supplying supplements such as 
seedlings and fertilizers, and providing grants and capital. Community-based 
organizations have the opportunity to collaborate with farmers in advocating 
climate-smart agriculture by leveraging their expertise. They can engage with the 
government through proper channels to advocate for the adoption and acceptance of 
these methods among farmers.

By fostering collaborative partnerships with key entities such as the Kenya 
Agricultural and Livestock Research Organization (KALRO) and the Kenya 
Medical Research Institute (KEMRI), the government can leverage both 
data and financial resources.
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Kenya is a country that has made significant progress in 
increasing its access to electricity, with over 80% of its 
power coming from renewable and clean sources. [7] 
However, it still faces the challenge of achieving net-zero 
emissions by 2050, while ensuring energy access for all its 
population. 

One of the barriers is the high cost and low availability of 
renewable energy technologies, such as solar and 
batteries, which make them inaccessible for many 
communities. 

Another barrier is the reliance on traditional fuels, such as 
firewood and charcoal, which negatively impact the 
environment and health. 

To overcome these barriers, participants advocated for 
Kenya to invest in developing and deploying diverse, 
affordable, and efficient renewable energy solutions and 
promote behavioral change and awareness among its 
citizens. By doing so, Kenya can transform its energy system 
and contribute to the global fight against climate change.
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